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DCN CORRESPONDENT

While the lines will be
scripted, there will be some
real-life lessons regarding
workplace safety for the
construction industry at Nia-
gara Region’s first ‘Mock
Trial’ on Dec. 7.

Susan Crawford of
Crawford, Chondon &
Andree LLP will be the
Madam Justice deliberating
over the trial, which will
feature other legal profes-
sionals.

Karen Fields of the same
firm will be the defense
attorney. Alicia Gordon-
Fagan of the Ministry of
Labour will be the Crown
Council.

“The Madam Justice will
be in full control,” says key
organizer James Klassen,
explaining the whole exer-
cise is designed to replicate

an actual life trial and illus-
trate the consequences when
safety is ignored or over-
looked.

A safety representative
for St. Catherines-based

StuCor Construction, Kl-
assen will be the master of
ceremonies and will also
play the role of a subcon-
tractor.

BY PEG HILL
DCN CORRESPONDENT

A review of government
formats for public-private
partnerships at the 12th
annual conference on P3s
looked at the United King-
dom, British Columbia and
Quebec for what is old,
new and still on the table.

Partnerships UK (PUK),
now almost five years old,
serves to accelerate, devel-
op and implement P3s in
the U.K., said PUK’s chief
executive James Stewart. 

It works only for the
public sector, although it is
classified as a private-sec-
tor business, which keeps

it independent from gov-
ernment control. It is 49
per cent owned by the
Ministry of Finance and 51
per cent publicly owned.

200 projects

PUK has a staff of 60
and about 200 projects on
the go at any one time.
According to its Web
si te—www.par tnership
suk.org.uk—these include
a health centre, schools,
rapid transit system and a
street lighting project.

Partnerships BC is “an
offspring” of PUK, accord-
ing to Larry Blain, presi-

dent and CEO of Partner-
ships BC, although its
market is much smaller
than the U.K. 

It has a staff of 26 and
also takes only the govern-
ment as a client.

Blain said the govern-
ment is trying to have a
“fair, open and transparent
process in P3” because it
needs an organized, in-
formed market. 

For continuous deal
flows, the market requires
standardization and rea-
sonable procurement costs.

Partnerships BC is cre-
ating a centre of expertise,
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atlas pumps
Rentals • Sales • Contract

www.atlasdewatering.com
• Wellpoint Systems • Weir Tanks

905-669-6825

• 4” to 16” Sewage Bypass Pumps

Spinning wheels
Wind turbines will sprout across Ontario after deals

for five private wind energy projects made. See page 5.

Housing trinity
Montreal, the Catholic church and labour union team up

to build nearly 1,000 low income housing units. See page 4.
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FENCING & GATES
• ALL TYPES • 

Temporary Panel Rentals
Perimeter Fence

Interior Fence
Hoarding

Ph: 905-453-2411
Fx: 905-453-7520

STARTS NEXT WEEK!STARTS NEXT WEEK!
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Metro Toronto Convention Centre South Building
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www.constructcanada.com

Publications Mail Agreement 40064512

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2004 Published by VOL. 77 NO. 229      $5.00 plus GST

MARS PROJECT     Work continues for the Mars Parcel ‘C’ research and
development tower at College and Elizabeth streets in Toronto. Construction man-
ager EllisDon Corp. began the 15-storey tower for owner Mars Discovery District in
February 2003 and completion is scheduled for this December. It will include two
levels of underground parking and ground floor retail. The project was designed by
Adamson Associates. Consultants are: Halsall Engineering Ltd. (structural); Smith
& Andersen Consulting Engineers (mechanical/electrical); and JBM Landscape
Architects. Subtrades include: York Excavating & Grading Co. Ltd.; Anchor
Shoring & Caissons Ltd.; EllisDon Forming; Harris Rebar (rebar supply); Ontario
Redimix Ltd. (concrete supply); Modern Niagara Toronto Inc. (mechanical); Ampere
Ltd. (electrical); Vipond Inc. (sprinklers); Sota Glazing Inc. (windows); and Otis
Canada Inc. (elevators). Photo by WILLIAM CONWAY/PROGRESS PHOTOGRAPHY

National public-private partnerships conference

Three models illustrate how
governments can deliver P3s

❏

Mock trial will show employers
impact of safety violation charges

➮CONSEQUENCES, Page 5

➮ EXPERTISE, Page 5


