
Queens Borough Public Library

"in New York City, 300 million for old and
new facilities"

SOTA was recently selected as the
curtainwall contractor for one of the ultra
modern public libraries funded by a recent
New York City campaign. Our preglazed,
unitized design enabled the installers to
complete the enclosure in a minimal amount
of time with zero delays, which allowed
patrons to use the facilities right away.

"Don't bother to shush. This ample room,
luminous in morning light that streams
throught the glass curtainwall, will soon be the
mulitcultural centre of the Queens Borough
Public Library's Flushing branch. But for
now, it is a construction site."

The end result of this project is astounding,
not only the aesthetic impact of the design
but the technical innovation of the curtainwall
itself. This arc in the curtainwall facade is
accomplished through actual curved panels
not segmented panels. Each extrusion, each
cap, each mullion and each piece of glass is
carefully bent and formed into a unitized
panel. This leaves no guess work on site, the
panels simply have to be hoisted and the
extrusions snapped into place, to hang the
panel.

"...involves the creation of generous new
spaces, like the glass enclosed stairway
cascading throught the Flushing branch..."

This curvilinear unitized glazing system that
we have developed has had a much broader
impact than this project alone. When this
project was presented to the architect
responsible for a major US pharmaceutical
company�s headquarters - not only did we
receive the sub-contract for the 89,500 sq ft
curtainwall enclosure, but the architect was
so intruiged and impressed with the
technology that he reconsidered some of the
proposed segmented walls and substituted
them with SOTA's curvilinear unitized glazing
system.
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